High tobacco prices

=fewer kids smoking
MINNESOTANS AGREE: Kids shouldn’t use tobacco, and more can be done to prevent them from
becoming addicted. Since the tobacco tax increase in 2013, smoking in Minnesota has dropped,
and Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation supports keeping tobacco prices high.
Higher prices prevent kids from starting, and are also proven to help existing smokers quit.

The 2013 tobacco tax
increase is working
in Minnesota. Fewer
young people are
starting to smoke.
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The tobacco
industry sees
Minnesota kids
as their next
generation of
profits.

Teens are especially
price-sensitive. Every
10% increase in the price
of tobacco reduces
the number of youth
who smoke by 5%.3

The public supports
high tobacco prices
to improve health.
A majority of Minnesotans – 64% –
support the $1.60 tobacco tax increase.4
High tobacco prices
encourage adults to quit.

The youth smoking rate
is down to roughly
10% in 2014 from
22% in 2005.1

The smoking rate of
18-to-24-year-olds has
fallen
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to
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• Roughly 14% of adult Minnesotans
smoke. That’s down from 16% in 2010
and 21% in 1999.2
• Research shows the 2013 tax increase helped
majorities of smokers who quit to make quit
attempts or to stay quit.2
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Price increases
save the state
millions in health
care costs.
In the long term, the 2013 price
increase will save Minnesota more
than $1.65 billion in health care costs.5

3-1-16

Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free Generation is a coalition of Minnesota’s leading health
and other interested organizations. We share a common goal of saving Minnesota youth
from a lifetime of addiction to tobacco. Each year in Minnesota tobacco use is responsible
for more than 5,100 deaths and almost $3 billion in preventable health care costs and 90
percent of adult smokers started before the age of 18. Minnesotans for a Smoke-Free
Generation supports policies that reduce youth smoking and help end the death and
disease associated with tobacco use.
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